CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 11, 2013


Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.   The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.

Roll call: Present: Barbetto-yes; Haeser-yes; Cunningham-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

City Solicitor, Alfred Scerni was also present.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve Resolution#70-2013, Executive/Closed session to discuss matters relating to Real Estate, Personnel and Potential Litigation
Recorded vote, all in favor.

City Solicitor, Scerni summarized Executive/Closed session discussions for the public.  He stated in Executive session Council discussed a real estate matter and it was determined this matter would be addressed at a later date and the information will be made available to the public.  It was also determined that a special meeting would be scheduled at a later date to discuss personnel issues.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to open the meeting to the public

Recorded vote, all in favor.

Venezia acknowledged resident, Walter Dilg, of 160 Fifth Avenue and invited him to address Council regarding a request for suggestions for an Eagle Scout project which he would like to perform for the City.

Dilg stated he addressed cleaning up around Maple Lake but the project was too large to complete him and is approaching Council with any suggestions they may have for him as his Eagle Scout project.
Haeser stated the City had considered picnic tables for the soccer fields or some other project for the soccer fields.

A discussion ensued and Council stated they would have some ideas for him by the next meeting.

Resident, Nick DiBiase, 194 Second Avenue explained to Council that he was responsible to clear 750’ of his roadway and place oil and stone to the improved roadway before he was permitted to build his home approximately 10 years ago.  He stated the City has since had Second Avenue repaved and the paving company did not install an apron at the end of his driveway because it was already paved.  DiBiase states his driveway has deteriorated over time and claims the trash collection service trucks turn around in his driveway causing additional damage.  He is present tonight to request the City have the paving contractor install an apron at the end of his driveway to prevent further damage.
City Engineer, Chuck Fralinger explained to Council and Mr. DiBiase that the close-out documents have already been submitted to the State DOT for reimbursement to the City for funds spent and it may be too late to address the issue.  Fralinger stated he would check with DOT because they may cancel the City’s funding if time restraints have not been met.

Resident, Creed Pogue addressed backlogged ordinances which were originally scheduled for tonight and do not appear on the agenda.  He also commented on the pending OPRA violation and additional City funds being spent for legal services for this matter.  Pogue referenced logging permits issued by the City which currently have outstanding balances due to the City.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public portion of meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor.

ENGINEER’S REPORT

Chuck Fralinger reviewed the monthly report with Mayor and Council and addressed several items.  He confirmed Jerry and Sons Contractors had recently applied topsoil and grass seed to several areas of the soccer fields.  He assured Council that he would contact the DOT to inquire about the Second Avenue resident’s concerns with his driveway apron.
Haeser asked Fralinger if he had any suggestions for additional treatment to the newly seeded areas on the soccer fields to help accelerate grass growth.
Fralinger and Venezia addressed the retention pond area and the current condition of the area.  Fralinger suggests general maintenance needs to be performed to prevent soil buildup and plant growth.

Other matters discussed were the 2014 NJDOT road improvement grant funding and designation of roads for consideration for the funding.  Fralinger stated the application needs to be submitted by September 20, 2013 and he wants to be clear on which road the City wants to consider for improvement.

Discussion ensued to consider suitable roads for consideration for the funding application.

Motions: Cunningham / Venezia to submit Honest John Road for the 2014 NJDOT road improvement grant funding application.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Fralinger addressed ADA funding upgrades to City Hall and fees outside the funding for architectural design services.  He stated a quote had been forwarded to the City Clerk’s office for these services which totaled approximately $6,000.; however the fees did not include drawing fees which would be approximately $750.00 additional.
The full Engineer’s report is on file in the City Clerk’s office.

RESOLUTIONS

71-2013


A Resolution Awarding Sale of City Owned Land

Resolution was tabled until further notice.
72-2013


A Resolution Ratifying and Retroactively Appointing a 




Committee in Accordance with NJSA 40:48-25

Scerni read aloud resolution #72-2013 which was submitted by Attorney Littie Rau during Executive/Closed session for Councils consideration.
Motions: Haeser / Barbetto to adopt Resolution#72-2013 presented by Attorney Scerni
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

59-2013


2013 Salary Resolution

Motions: Barbetto / Haeser to adopt Resolution#59-2013

 Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

BILL LIST

A list for payment of bills was submitted by City CFO, Judson Moore for Councils consideration and approval.  Several items were questioned on the bill list which included, Mays Landing Auto, Home Depot and Atlantic County Firefighters for purchase of shirts for the fire company.
Motions: Haeser / Venezia to approve the bill list in the amount of $244,259.29
Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes
CLERK’S MINUTES

The Acting Clerk had submitted meeting minutes for Councils consideration and approval.  The following minutes were submitted; February 13, 2013 and March 13, 2013 Regular meeting minutes and February 13, 2013 and March 13, 2013 Closed meeting minutes.
Motions: Haeser / Venezia to approve the Clerk’s minutes as presented 
Recorded vote; all in favor

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

The following department reports were submitted for Councils consideration and approval; Clerk’s office, Municipal Court, Tax Collector and Zoning Officer for August 2013.  Public Works submitted reports for July and August 2013.
Motions: Venezia / Haeser to approve the reports as presented

Recorded vote, all in favor

NEW BUSINESS

Motions: Barbetto / Venezia to approve the continuation of services through GO Environmental for DEP required soil delineation and removal pending certification of funds by the CFO

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Correspondence from the State regarding a gypsy moth survey was addressed for consideration.  The City Clerk explained to Council the letter is for permission for the State to conduct a survey to look for gypsy moth eggs and is at no cost to the City.

Motions: Haeser / Cunningham to authorize the State to conduct a gypsy moth egg survey

Recorded vote, all in favor

The quote from ServiceMaster for mold removal services was tabled until next month.

The 2012 International Property Maintenance Code presented to Council for consideration of adoption as the City’s’ Property Maintenance Code was tabled until the next meeting as part of a workshop discussion prior to the regular business meeting.

Scerni reminded Council that the City still has not adopted a floodplain ordinance or appointed a floodplain administrator.  He urged Council to adopt the model ordinance provided by the DEP and submit it to the state.

It was decided that a workshop time would be scheduled to discuss the floodplain ordinance and also to review the 2012 International Property Maintenance Code.
A workshop meeting was set for September 11, 2013 at 6:30 pm, prior to the regular business meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Barbetto addressed dumpster day and a tentative date to set for the event.  He also stated two employees would be needed for the day to staff and maintains activity during the event which would require overtime hours.
Venezia addressed Council to inquire whether or not a dumpster could be place at Maple Avenue to allow for a clean-up effort during the clean communities event.  Haeser and Barbetto stated they would follow-up on this and report back to Council.
Haeser addressed the idea of a Fall festival and suggested waiting until either Winter or the Spring to allow more time for planning and successful attendance.
Barbetto stated he wanted to address a couple of issues relating to the City.  He stated a resident brought to his attention the lights at the public works garage are on 27/7 and is concerned with wasting electricity.  Barbetto stated he feels it is necessary to keep the public works area well lit for safety reasons.  He stated reports of vandalism have occurred and keeping the area well lit is a safety precaution.  He suggested purchasing new lights which would be more economical and set by timer or daylight hours.
Barbetto also suggested purchasing a manual lawn mower to access the areas around the soccer fields which cannot be mowed by the riding mower.  

Motions: Barbetto / Haeser to purchase lights for the public works garage not to exceed $300.00 and a lawn mower not to exceed $200.00.

Roll call: Barbetto-yes; Cunningham-yes; Haeser-yes; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

Venezia stated the State Police were supposed to be present tonight to address the vandalism which has been occurring in the City.  He also commented on a property located on Route 50 which he and other local political dignitaries have made efforts to convince the property owner to consider the building for a future assisted living facility or outpatient clinic for veterans.  

Acting City Clerk informed Council that the CY 2013 Best Practices Inventory must be reviewed and approved by Council and then submitted to the State by October 15, 2013.  She suggested Council set a date for the next meeting to allow them to comply with the deadline.

Venezia suggested setting October 9, 2013 at 7:00 pm for the next meeting.  All were in favor of this date and time.
Motions: Venezia / Wiker to open the meeting to the public

Recorded vote, all in favor.

Resident, Diane Pogue addressed the ADA funds and suggested Council consider purchasing video telephones for the disabled rather than loose the funds if they are not used by a certain timeframe.

Resident, Creed Pogue commented on the Veteran’s issue addressed by the Mayor and Executive/Closed session matters discussed.

Motions: Venezia / Haeser to close public portion of meeting

Recorded vote; all in favor.

Motions: Venezia / Wiker to adjourn meeting at approximately 10:00 pm.

Recorded vote; all in favor.
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia
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