CITY OF ESTELL MANOR

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 12, 2013


Pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act adequate notice of this meeting was sent to the Official Newspaper and was posted on the City Bulletin Board in accordance with Public Law 75, Chapter 231.  
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Venezia at approximately 7:30 pm.  The flag salute and a moment of silence were observed.

Venezia asked that the families of several members of the community be remembered in prayer with their recent passing, they included Mrs. Betts, Mr. John Gilbert and Mr. Scarano.  He also asked for remembrance for the recent passing of State Senator Frank Lautenberg.
Roll call: Present: Barbetto-yes; Haeser-absent; Wiker-yes; Cunningham-absent; Wiker-yes; Venezia-yes

City Solicitor, Fred Scerni was also present.
Venezia announced that Councilman Cunningham continues to heal and is anticipating returning to Council soon.

Venezia appointed Michele Martin to the Planning Board to replace Dave Motil in his unexpired term.

Motions: Wiker / Barbetto to open public portion of meeting

Recorded vote, all in favor.

Tom Pogue asked if the hand railings at the Risley School had a final inspection by the fire marshal.  He stated if the final inspection has taken place then he requests the railing be painted.  He also commented on behalf of the Historical Society a letter submitted to Council requesting the trees surrounding the Risley School be removed due to interference and causing damage to the building.
Diane Pogue commented on the letter submitted to Council requesting authorization for the Historical Society to hold yoga classes at the Risley School.

Creed Pogue commented on Ordinance #01-2013 and questioned the need for this and the restrictions it would put on the City to access emergency funding.  He also commented on the resolutions listed on the agenda and pending legal issues and outstanding fees.  
Pogue made a public statement that his first amendment rights were violated recently during the City sponsored dumpster day at the City owned gravel pit.  He stated he was stopped from distributing flyers to the general public advertising a public event being held at the Estell Manor Volunteer Fire Company.

Cathy Cornew commented on the Historical Society’s request to hold yoga classes at the Risley School and suggested considering an alternate location to avoid stress on the historic building.  She also made a reference to a sign which was approved for public advertisement of the fundraising event at the EMV Fire Company held by the Historical Society.
Diane Pogue defended the yoga classes as a convenient location for the residents as well as the importance of using the Risley School building to maintain the upkeep of the building and its condition.

Chris Ottaviano stated he understood a decision which was made at last month’s meeting allowing a sign to be placed at the City owned gravel pit by the Historical Society advertising the fundraising event in question.  He also made a statement that the fundraising conducted at the Risley School only benefits the Historical Society.
Motions: Venezia / Wiker to close open public portion of meeting.

Recorded vote, all in favor.
ENGINEER’S REPORT

City Engineer, Chuck Fralinger was present to review the engineer report with Council.  He informed Council that Public Works Foreman, Brian Johnson and a representative from NuRain met recently to address some sprinkler problems and to check each sprinkler zone.  He also told Council that Jerry and Sons Contractors will be addressing some reseeding issues at the soccer fields.  Fralinger stated after these two issues were corrected and completed then the ADA upgrades to the soccer fields would be complete and the closeout documents can be submitted to the County for approval.  He continued that once approved then a request for any remaining funds can be transferred to the ADA upgrade project for City Hall to replace the existing windows and door in City Hall.

Fralinger stated the discretionary funding paperwork is complete and needs signatures tonight to submit to the State for their review.

The Acting Clerk stopped the recording of the meeting at approximately 8:00 pm to sign and seal documents for the discretionary funding to allow Fralinger to take them with him tonight for submission to the State.

ORDINANCES/Introduction and First Reading

#01-2013


An Ordinance of the City of Estell Manor Requiring a Public





Referendum for the Issuance of Bonds or Other Municipal





Borrowing

Venezia shared his thoughts on why he feels this is an important consideration to prevent any reckless spending by any member of Council without the residents input and vote.

Barbetto stated that Venezia incorrectly recalls comments made in the past by previous members of Council.  He also stated it is Councils responsibility to make smart fiscal decisions in regards to the City’s financial future.  He confirmed that this is why he was in support of a small tax increase to allow for gradual increases not drastic ones.

Wiker made comments on emergency spending and time frames involved.  She stated the residents don’t have a lot of options on voting for Council members due to lack of candidates that run for elections; she feels this would be a way to hold elected officials accountable for financial decisions made by them.

A brief discussion ensued regarding bonding and the bonding procedure and what qualifies under outside borrowing regulations.

Barbetto questioned Scerni if a vote on this ordinance should take place tonight because only three of the five Council members were present.

For the record at approximately 8:10 pm Councilman Barbetto left the meeting and due to a lack of quorum the meeting ended.
Scerni announced that due to a lack of quorum the meeting cannot continue and was adjourned at approximately 8:12 pm.
Respectfully submitted,


Accepted:
________________________

______________________________


Fern A. Brown, Acting Clerk


Mayor Joseph Venezia

3

